107.   NON-PAYMENT OF TAXES
The idea of non-payment of taxes is in the air. The Andhras
have made us more familiar with the cry than any other part of
India. Whilst the Congress has given provincial autonomy to
every province, I have ventured to warn the provinces against
embarking upon a non-payment campaign till I had tried the
experiment myself in some area under my own supervision.1 I
abide by that warning. I must also draw attention to the fact
that we are not to start offensive civil disobedience till the 31st ins-
tant, or if it is sooner, till the Malaviya Conference Committee
knows the result of its negotiations and knows that the proposed
Round Table Conference is not to come off. Therefore, any suspen-
sion of taxes at the present moment can only be regarded as
temporary holding back pending the result of the negotiations
carried on by that Committee. But 31st January will be soon
upon us. And it is necessary to consider the question of non-
payment of taxes in all its bearings.
On this subject a friend who is in deep sympathy with the
national movement, and who is a fairly accurate student of it,
thus expresses his apprehensions:
I have often thought to what extent the non-violent non-co-opera-
tion movement transgresses the religious limits, when it embarks on civil
disobedience in the form of non-payment of taxes. I look upon the non-
violent non-co-operation as essentially a spiritual movement. I know Mr.
Gandhi does not think it otherwise. Will not the programme of the
non-payment of taxes transgress the religious limit and lead to violence and
bring into the movement people who are not as yet saturated with the
principle of non-violence? Is not Mr. Gandhi holding out, however un-
consciously, a material bait for his spiritual movement by which he means
to conquer the Government? Recent events have shown that the temper
of violence and the belief in violence are not eliminated from our character
in the mass. And, therefore, it would be a leap in the dark fraught with
disastrous consequences to carry out the programme of civil disobedience
in the form of non-payment of taxes. I am, therefore, most anxious that
Mr. Gandhi should not begin civil disobedience in this form as yet.
The validity of the objection lies in the statement that the
non-payment campaign will bring into the movement people
1 Vide "Letter to K. Venkatappayya", 17-1-1922.